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On Saturday, June 18, the San Francisco Bay 
Area chapter will assemble at Michael's at 
Shoreline in Mountain View to celebrate the 
outstanding work in landscape construction 
and maintenance performed by members of 
the SFBA chapter. 

But you can't win if you don't enter! 
Download awards information and entry 
applications from the chapter website at 
www.clcasfba.org/events. Completed entry 
packages must be submitted no later than 
Friday, May 6. On May 17, 18, and 19, 

Tips for Entering a Winning Project
Tips from veteran awards director and landscape contractor Mike Hertzer to improve your 
chances: 
• Read the applications thoroughly as changes may be made each year. Note the reasons 

for disqualification. 
• Having company information present on the judging materials such as maps, designs, 

AND ONSITE SITE MAPS is grounds for disqualification! 
• Be as legible and thorough as possible with your applications. The more information, the 

better preparation for the judges prior to their visit. If your garden is neat and tidy, then 
your paperwork should reflect that as well. 

• Utilize the contractor’s notes section in the application. Explain situations, difficulties and 
challenges, special circumstances, and maybe a little pride. 

• DON’T make the project look like you were there fixing it up yesterday; examples: spots 
of fresh mulch blotted over older mulch (better to spread the old stuff around); a fresh 
plant between an established row or area because one died. Try to spread the existing 
ones, if you can; fresh patches of sod; new lines of grout to cover a crack or two in the 
stone patio. 

• Make sure water features and other garden elements are operating the day of judging. 
Lights do not need to be on. 

• Make sure the wiring of irrigation controllers and lighting transformers are clean and 
neat. Make sure valve boxes are true to grade, serviceable with valves centered without 
the need to dig out the box, free of gopher soil, and wires coiled with sealed splices. 

• If you do not have anti-siphon valves, make sure a backflow device is present, and de-
scribe its location in the write-up if it’s hidden. 

• Signs of under/over watering, obvious signs of extensive runoff onto paving and the 
street, and erosion ruts in the mulch are noticed! Plant and turf health thus are noticed!

• DON’T try to undervalue a project by applying it to a lower value category. The judges 
will know! They have extensive experience and generally understand what things cost. 

• Straighten your path lights and clean the lenses of all lights. 
• Make sure drip lines and low voltage wiring are not exposed! Don’t try to lump up the 

mulch to hide them. 
• Make sure you have proper grade clearance against homes and other structures. 
• Plants should not be planted too low or covered in mulch. 
• Quality matters! First impressions matter! Leaving money or a bottle of wine won’t.

judges will hit the road visiting the entries 
around the Bay Area. The winning projects 
will be announced at the awards program 
on Saturday, June 18.

For more information and to download 
packets, visit the chapter website at 
clcasfba.org/events.

Key Dates:
• Deadline to submit entries: Friday, April 

29, or in hand by Friday, May 6 (entry fee 
- $125 early submission & $150 late fee).

• Processing applications date: Monday, 
May 9.  

• Judging dates: May 17, 18, 19  (Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday).

Things to Remember
• The mailing address for entries is a Postal 

Annex location. Hours of operation are 
9am to 6pm, no door slot is available for 
after-hours drop of entries. 

• Pay attention to the judging procedures, 
judging criteria and the number of copies 
and other materials to submit. 

• Be sure to get your awards entries in on 
time and sign up for the banquet in a 
timely manner when invitations arrive. 

Get Jobs Ready and Enter!
Contractors start getting your jobs ready! 
Good luck, and we will see you in June!  

Enter Your Best Projects in the          
Landscape Achievement Awards
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From the President

CLCA SFBA is Here to                     
Help with Great Events
Juan Carlos Esparza, Urban Scapes 

We are three months into 2022, and it feels 
like just yesterday we were celebrating the 
new year. One of my New Year's resolutions 
was to commit myself more as a leader both 
within my organization and volunteering 
opportunities. I am greatly appreciative 
of the great support fellow chapter CLCA 
members have granted me with this presi-
dency endeavor I have committed to fulfill 
to the best of my ability. THANK YOU!

On a thank you note, thank you to 
CLCA Insurance Solutions for joining us on 
March 17 at Celia's Restaurant in Palo Alto 
and providing information on the benefits 
their insurance programs offer exclusively 
to CLCA members. Thank you also for the 
fresh recap for small business owners on 
CalSavers, the new pension program for 
small businesses. The deadline to subscribe 
our companies for Cal Savers is June 30. 
If any of you have any specific employer 
related questions, please feel free to reach 
out to Lance Perry at CLCA Insurance 
Solutions. If you need an intro with CLCA 
Insurance Solutions, I would be honored to 
help any of our members connect with the 
right individuals. 

CLCA LEAF scholarships are still taking  
applications. The deadline is April 15. This 
is a great opportunity for anyone wishing to 
get into the green industry. I did not know 
about this program when I was going to 

college, or I would have taken advantage.  
Please help spread the word so students 
don’t make the same mistake I did.

Looking ahead, I want to invite you to 
a membership drive event at Site One San 
Jose on Thursday, April 14. Swing by, have 
a hot dog, network with fellow and pro-
spective members and come learn about all 
that CLCA has to offer; it's a whole lot more 
than you think. 

Who doesn’t shop at Zanker Landscape 
Materials or hasn't dropped off debris at 
their recycling facility? Would you like 
to learn how they recycle incoming waste 
and turn it back into landscape products 
or  energy? Come join Marin Villaplando 
and the Zanker Landscape Materials gang 
on Thursday, May 12. Stay tuned for more 
information in our May newsletter!

The awards entry packets are upload-
ed to our website. Let's start getting those 
entries in to show off the great work we 
execute and the hard labor our employees 
devote making our ideas come to life. We 
will then celebrate outstanding landscapes 
on Saturday, June 18, during the Landscape 
Achievement Awards at Michael’s at Shore-
line. Our Achievement Awards celebration 
is back, and I’m looking forward to handing 
out some plaques to our winners!  Thank 
you to the committee for your hard work 
putting this on!

Thursday, April 14

Membership Drive 
and BBQ Lunch 
Join us onThursday, April 14, from 9:30 

a.m. to noon for our annual member-

ship drive at SiteOne Landscape Sup-

ply, 1145 North 13th Street, San Jose. 

Current members are invited to 

come and share their knowledge and 

experiences with CLCA with prospec-

tive new members. Or if you know 

someone who might be interested in 

joining our chapter, bring them along 

so they can learn about our chapter and 

the benefits of joining the association.

This will be a great opportunity for 

newer members to get to know our 

long term members and take advantage 

of their knowlege in the industry. 

Come meet CLCA SFBA Chapter 

President Juan Carlos Esparza who will 

be cooking on the grill and answering 

questions about chapter benefits!  

Lunch will be provided to all cur-

rent and prospective members. 

No registration necessary.
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Insurance Coverages Topic of March MeetingChapter Launches Blog
The CLCA SFBA Chapter recently launched 
a blog at https://sfbacclca.blogspot.com/ to 
further publicize the CLCA SFBA chapter 
and create a bridge between the Bay Breeze 
and the chapter website. Fresh material will 
be posted once a week on Monday.

Areas that will be covered in various 
blog posts include: 
1. Publicity for chapter meetings and events
2.  Focus on Partners, a series to provide PR 

for the chapter's partner companies.
3.  A followup on events and meetings with 

images.
4.  A monthly feature on plants and their 

role in the landscape.

Chapter members are needed and encour-
aged to contribute to the blog in the follow-
ing areas:
1.  Information about new products and 

services
2.  Before and after images of landscape 

projects and challenges.
3.  Images of the landscape projects to    

highlight.
4.  Business announcements such as new 

employees, or employee promotions.
5.  Announcements of companies receiving 

special recognition. 
6. Anything related to CLCA and SFBA

Please send all images and materials to 
Bryce Williamson at bmw95009@gmail.com.

Free HR Hotline
California’s laws, rules and regulations 
about the employer/employee relationship 
are complex. CLCA’s Human Resources 
(HR) Hotline can help.
• What forms are required by law?
•Can I ask if an applicant has a criminal 
history?
• Can my employees work through their 

lunch as long as I provide the pizza?
•What about medical marijuana?
Call CLCA's HR Hotline at (888) 783-4340

At right: Leo Ott, Juan Car-
los Esparza, SFBA chapter 
president, and Jose Gonzalez.

Below: Bobby Budelli of RGB 
Landscape Company and 
Charleen Ott, CLCA SFBA 
auditor.

Gina Stanley and Debbi Abele from CLCA 
Insurance Solutions discussed the latest 
updates on insurance coverage. Insuance 
Solutions works with several different in-
surance carriers to be able to offer the  most 
competitive rates to CLCA members.

Lance Perry, also with CLCA Insurance 
Solutions, provided information on the new 
CalSavers law, which requires employers 
to join the CalSavers retirement savings 
program, unless exempted because of an 
existing 401 (k), 403 (b), SEP IRA, or Simple 
IRA retirement plan. The law is meant 
to help more people save more money 
for retirement with a convenient payroll 

deduction. The CalSavers plan allows busi-
ness owners to implement a 401(k) plan for 
employees with little to no fiduciary liability 
and minimal responsibilities. 

The chapter is gearing up to hold more 
in person meetings this year. In April, the 
chapter will host a Membership Drive at 
SiteOne Landscape Supply in San Jose on 
Thursday, April 14.

Members of the CLCA 
San Francisco Bay Area 
chapter met on Thurs-
day, March 17, at Celia's 
Mexican Restaurant in 
Palo Alto to learn about 
insurance options avail-
able from CLCA Insur-
ance Solutions and to gain 
perspective on the new 
Cal Savers program.

Above: Andrew Tuckman from SiteOne Land-
sape Supply and Jim Link of James E. Link 
Landsdape Design.
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Happy Spring! Hope 
everyone made it 
through the time 
change without too 
much angst! We re-
turned from vacation 
to a brewing storm and 
wind, but also a garden 

ready to burst into peak spring bloom. 
Absolutely beautiful!

The Auxiliary will have our second 
meeting of 2022 in May, a date still to be 
determined. But rest assured, it will be fun 
and fabulous! We welcome all who are 
interested in joining the Auxiliary. An Aux-
iliary membership application appears on 
page 6 of this edition of the Bay Breeze. I 
would love to have my mailbox (snail mail 
and/or email) flooded with applications. 
We really are a fantastic group of people, 
working together to make things happen 
in the chapter. The Auxiliary can always 
use more hands and helpers to lighten the 
workload. I would welcome your partic-

Auxiliary Report ipation on whatever level of interest you 
may have and wish to share.

A big THANK YOU to all who volunteer 
for CLCA, either in the Auxiliary or at the 
chapter and state level. I appreciate the time 
and energy that our members contribute 
in order for chapter events to take place. 
And our chapter has contributed many 
fine leaders at the state level as well, be it 
on the state board of directors, or with the 
state Auxiliary or LEAF board of directors. 
These contributions keep CLCA alive and 
relevant.

Applications for LEAF scholarships are 
due April 15. If you know, or are, a student 
in a horticulture program, don't miss this 
opportunity. Visit the CLCA website at  
clca.org/industry-resources/college-scholar-
ships-leaf/ .

Happy Easter, Happy Passover and 
Happy Earth Day! I look forward to seeing 
everyone in the coming months at a CLCA 
event.

Lesley Peters, Garden Designer
650-444-4580 | gpland@sbcglobal.net

SFBA Chapter 
Scholarship Funds
Balances for the SFBA Chapter scholarship 
funds through the Landscape Educational 
Advancement Foundation (LEAF):
SFBA Chapter $10,539.25
John & Mary Lyngso Fund $15,832.15
Herbert Frank Memorial $16,481.83
Hans Biland Memorial $12,195.88
Bill Hayes Memorial $13,520.62
Klaus R. Hertzer Memorial $11,544.49
G. Kunimoto Memorial $12,770.00
Ken Jenner Memorial  $12,201.99
Paul Shogren Memorial $16,963.56
Edron Schneider Memorial $11,574.81
Dr. Barry Cohen PhD 
Honorarium $  9,915.08
Tanouye Memorial $  5,250.82
Steve Whitehill Memorial $  7,433.50
John Gachina Memorial $14,335.00
Mas Tsuda Memorial $7,018.98
Candy Fiske Honorarium  $7,125.12
Total $184,703.08
To donate, send a check payable to “LEAF” 
to: CLCA, 1491 River Park Dr., #100, Sacra-
mento, CA 95815.

MEMBERCLCA

Be sure to get your 
fill of savings

Help manage your fleet and 
control costs with Flyers Energy 
Fuel Program.

• Save on fuel purchases at more 
than 4,000 gas stations in 
California.

• Monitor refills.
• Set limits on fuel purchases.

• Streamline reporting.
(530) 863-4560

clca.org/flyers

Organic Lyngso Vegetable 
Blend, Landscape Mix, 
Potting Mix, Essential Soil, 
Roof Mix, 
Biotreatment Mix, Diestel 
Structured Compost & 
other quality composts, 
Arbor Mulch, Fir Bark, 
Ground Redwood Bark, 
Wood Chips, Mahogany 
Chips, Actively Aerated 
Compost Tea, Down to 
Earth Organic Fertilizers, 
Random & Dimensional 
Flagstone, Custom
Fabricated Stone,         
Bluestone, Limestone, 
Sandstone, Quartzite, 
Slate, Landscape          
Boulders, Wall Rock, 
Ledgestone, Decorative 
Gravel & Pebbles,             
Decomposed Granite & 
Path Fines, Construc-
tion Sand &Aggregates, 
Stone Fountains, Garden              
Ornaments & Pottery

Delivery, rental trucks, pickup, or                           
direct shippping

Monday - Saturday 7 to 5, Sunday 8 to 4

www.lyngsogarden.com
650.364.1730
345 Shoreway Road

San Carlos CA  94070
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2022 SF Bay Area Chapter Contacts
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
KENNETH COVERDELL (650) 533-7346 
Blue Sky Designs  Kc@blueskydesigns@gmail.com

PRESIDENT
Juan CARLOS ESPARZA (408) 642-8907 
Urban Scapes               urban.scapes@outlook.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT / MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
VLAD KHROLOR (650) 368-7400 
Skyline Landscape 
                               Vlad.SkylineLandscape@gmail.com

TREASURER
BETH VALDEZ
Davey Tree Expert Co. Inc. Beth.Valdez@davey.com
 
SECRETARY
KENNY CHAVEZ                                    (650) 350-8619  
Peninsula Landscape Company 
                                  peninsulalandscapeco@gmail.com
 
ASSOCIATE LIAISON 
MARIN VILLALPANDO (408) 586-9292
Zanker Recycling marin@zankerrecycling.com

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT
LESLEY PETERS 650-941-4093
Girvin Peters Landscape gpland@sbcglobal.net
 
VICE PRESIDENT / MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
GIRVIN PETERS (650) 948-7260
Girvin Peters Landscape gpland@sbcglobal.net
 
AUXILIARY TREASURER
RICK CAMIN 
Camin Landscaping rick@caminland.com
 
AUXILIARY SECRETARY
VICKY PARROTT victoriala@att.net

BAY BREEZE EDITOR
JERRIE BEARD  
Beard & Associates jsb@beardassociates.com

CLCA State Headquarters

1491 River Park Drive, Ste. 100
Sacramento CA  95815-8899
(916) 830-2780 • (800) 448-2522
(916) 830-2788 Fax • email: hq@clca.org 

CLCA Mission Statement
The California Landscape Contractors Association 
serves the interests of its members, promotes pro-
fessionalism, and advances public awareness of the 
landscape industry.

The CLCA SFBA Chapter newsletter is published 
monthly. Copy and advertising deadlines are the 10th 
of the month preceding publication. Please send all 
copy, black & white photos, line art and ad materials 
to: Jerrie Beard & Associates, PO Box 7, Pollock Pines 
CA  95726. Emailed submissions are welcome at jsb@
beardassociates.com. For information on advertising 
and rates, contact Jerrie Beard at (530) 621-1701.

Articles submitted are subject to approval and modi-
fication. Chapter or Editor are not liable for misprints 
or errors, and do not necessarily agree with opinions 
expressed in byline articles. Articles may be used by 
other CLCA chapter newsletters, giving proper credit to 
their source.
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An Open Invitation to All CLCA 
Members from the Auxiliary
On behalf of the San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of the Auxiliary, I would like to extend 
an invitation to you to become a member. Established in the early 1950’s, the CLCA Aux-
iliary was formed as an assistance and support group to CLCA, but we are also equally 
interested in and involved in the future of the Green Industry.

Known as the Auxiliary since 2013, we lend a helping hand when needed throughout 
the year, whether in the form of organizing functions, providing refreshments during 
specific activities or just being there when the Association needs us. The Auxiliary, in it’s 
continued dedication to the future of CLCA and the Landscape Industry, spearheads 
fundraising efforts for the Landscape Educational Advancement Foundation (LEAF). The 
Auxiliary established LEAF to generate, invest and award scholarships to Horticulture 
students throughout California. The Auxiliary meets three times per year (January, May 
and October) to work out the details of specific Chapter activities, along with several other 
fun events throughout the year. All representatives of CLCA members (regular, associate 
or affiliate) are eligible to be members of the Auxiliary.  

We welcome your participation on whatever level of interest you may have and wish 
to share. Our dues are $25 per year. $20 goes to the State Auxiliary ($15 to the General 
Fund and $5 to the LEAF Auxiliary Fund), and $5 stays with our local chapter General 
Fund. If you are interested in joining our diverse group, please fill out the form below and 
return it to me with a check for $25, payable to CLCA SFBA Chapter Auxiliary.  If you 
have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me.

Lesley Peters
Garden Designer, Girvin Peters Landscape
185 Del Monte Avenue, Los Altos, CA  94022
650-941-4093 • gpland@sbcglobal.net

Auxiliary Application
Name: ________________________________________________________________________  
  
Spouse/Significant other’s name: ________________________________________________  
 
Company Affiliation: ___________________________________________________________  
 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________  
 
City: _________________________________________________________________________

State: __________________________________________ Zip: __________________________  
  
Phone: _______________________________________________________________________  
  
Email address: ________________________________________________________________  
  
Birthday (Month/Day): ________________________________________________________  
  
Would you like to receive the Bay Breeze at home?   ______ Yes   ______ No
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By Marin Vallalpando

Thank You for Your                  
Continued Support
Thank you to all the companies who 
stepped up in 2021 to support the CLCA 
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter. Your gen-
erous support went a long way in helping 
us provide top quality events to our chapter 
throughout the year.

If you would like to help support our 
chapter in 2022 by becoming a partner, 
please look over the Partners information 
on page 6 of this issue or contact me, Marin 
Villalpando at 408.586.9292 or email marin@
zankerrecycling.com. 

All of our chapter events are made 
possible by the generous support of our 
many sponsors. Please thank them for their 
commitment to our chapter both with an 
“atta boy” when you see them, and also by 
supporting their businesses.

Partners for Success Diamond Partners

Platinum Partners

Gold Partners

Achievement Awards Sponsors Garden Tour   Student Sponsors
     Oliver Frank/ Girvin Peters Landscape
     Landscapia

®
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