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INSTALLATION NIGHT
Join us for installation night on Thursday evening, 
November 18 at Celia's Mexican Resaurant, 3740 
Camino Real in Palo Alto. Watch your email for 
more details and to RSVP.

IN THIS ISSUE
•CLCA SFBA Chapter Christmas/Holiday Party
•Chapter Officers Announced
•Fire Resistant Landscapes Webinar
•What Should I Do?

On the cover: Young Residence by Confidence Land-
scaping Inc., winner of the Residential Installation 
Unlimited award at the 2019 CLCA SFBA Chapter 
Landscape Awards.
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A Message from the President

CLCA Provides Many Unique 
Opportunities for Growth
KC Coverdell, Blue Sky Designs, Inc. 

If there is one event I look forward to every 
year, it is the golf tournament. This year’s 
event surely did not disappoint. It was a 
beautiful warm and sunny fall day and 
the competition was fierce as usual. The 
course was decent even with the lack of rain 
and the steak dinner was a perfect way to 
end the night. Make sure to give a special 
thanks to the Golf Committee next time you 
see them for once again putting on a great 
tournament.

It is that time of year again, the changing 
of the guard. The 2022 Board of Directors 
slate is as follows:
• Chairman of the Board: Kenneth ‘K.C.’ 

Coverdell
•President: Juan Carlos Esparza
•Vice President: Vlad Khrolov
•Treasurer: Beth Valdez
•Secretary: Kenny Chavez
• Associate Liaison Officer: Marin                             

Villalpando

Installation Night will be November 18th 
at Celia’s Mexican Restaurant in Palo Alto. 
Please check your emails for the constant 
contact registration. Join us, show your  
support of the new slate of officers for both 
the chapter and the Auxiliary, enjoy a great 
meal and great comraderie. 

CLCA and the CLCA SFBA Chapter  
count on our members' participation to run 
the organization. Our chapter has plenty 
of opportunities to get involved -- from 
assisting with the planning and organizing 
of an event, to working on a committee, to 
serving on the board -- there are opportu-
nities for everyone and every level of time 
commitment.  

I realize the past year and a half has 
been challenging for everyone in so many 
ways, but I hope that as we continue to have 
more social and in-person events we will 
see more participation and support from a 
larger swath of our members. After all we 
are not only the largest CLCA chapter in 
California, but the BEST!

If you would like information on how 
you can become more involved, please feel 
free to contact me, or any of the board mem-
bers listed on page 6. We would be happy to 
share the many benefits of participation.

The recent rains were a welcome change! 
I understand that many of the reservoirs 
received a significant amount of water, rais-
ing levels 10, 12 and more feet. It's a start, 
although there is a long way to go to make 
up for the past couple of years of drought. 
Remain water vigiliant, and pray for rain!   

Fire-resilient 
Landscapes
Creating Beautiful Gardens                    
for Defensible Space

Thursday, November 4, 
2:00 to 5:30 p.m., PDT
ONLINE EVENT
Presented by the APLD CA Chapter                      
Advocacy Committee

Increasing wildfire danger throughout 
California and other states has made it 
urgent that landscape professionals receive 
comprehensive, standardized, science-based 
education. Expectations can then be melded 
with strategies to reduce the very real threat 
that landscapes around homes can pose 
while enhancing and protecting biodiversi-
ty. With advanced knowledge, we can lead 
the way in providing solutions to meet our 
clients' needs. 

This symposium features valuable in-
sights and tools to help designers, contrac-
tors, and horticulturists create aesthetically 
appealing landscapes while safeguarding 
homes and their surroundings.

This symposium is the first step in a 
broader goal: to provide leading-edge ed-
ucation on fire-resilient landscapes for the 
health of our clients, communities, envi-
ronment, and ecosystems. Designers and 
allied professionals who design, install, and 
maintain landscapes can then provide their 
essential services to support fire-resilient 
landscapes.

For info or to register, https://t.e2ma.net/
click/vewe4c/bfv66/n4i7mh
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The Auxiliary had our 
final meeting of 2021 to 
finalize details for the 
rest of the year and start 
talking about plans for 
2022. Here are the high-
lights of our meeting:

• We approved the minutes from our June 
meeting and approved the current Trea-
surer’s report. Thank you to Charlene Ott 
for the Treasurer’s report and thank you to 
Vicky Parrott for the minutes.

• The Christmas/Holiday Party is Sunday, 
December 5, from Noon to 3 p.m. at Testa-
rossa Winery in Los Gatos. The Auxiliary 
will have an appreciation raffle at this 
event. You do need to be present to win so 
here’s hoping you are in attendance and 
you are holding the lucky ticket!

• The committee list for 2022 was “circulat-
ed” virtually. Thank you to Rick Camin 
for chairing the Picnic committee and to 
Mary Cohen for volunteering to host the 
Auxiliary potluck. 

Auxiliary Report • The slate of officers for 2022 is the same as 
the previous 3 years (we do need new peo-
ple to fill these slots. Don’t run and hide 
when I come knocking at your door!):

oPresident – Lesley Peters
oVice President – Girvin Peters
oTreasurer – Rick Camin
oSecretary – Vicky Parrott

• We approved a $3,000 donation to LEAF, 
with $1,000 going to each of the following 
memorial funds: Joe and Sally Tanouye, 
Mas Tsuda and Steve Whitehill.

• I think I’m supposed to announce that 
I was voted Auxiliary member of the 
year, as it probably won’t get announced 
anywhere else this year. Thank you to 
everyone in the Auxiliary and the chapter 
for supporting the Auxiliary this year.

• Our first meeting of 2022 will be Thurs-
day, January 20, 2022 at a location to be 
determined.

I hope to see everyone at the Christmas/
Holiday Party. It will be a fun and festive 
event. Come celebrate the season with your 
CLCA friends and family. Have a fabulous 
Thanksgiving.

SFBA Chapter 
Scholarship Funds
Balances for the SFBA Chapter scholarship 
funds through the Landscape Educational 
Advancement Foundation (LEAF):
SFBA Chapter $10,389.25
John & Mary Lyngso Fund $15,607.15
Herbert Frank Memorial $16,481.83
Hans Biland Memorial $12,045.88
Bill Hayes Memorial $13,520.62
Klaus R. Hertzer Memorial $11,544.49
G. Kunimoto Memorial $12,770.00
Ken Jenner Memorial  $12,201.99
Paul Shogren Memorial $16,863.56
Edron Schneider Memorial $11,574.81
Dr. Barry Cohen PhD 
Honorarium $  8,915.08
Tanouye Memorial $  5,250.82
Steve Whitehill Memorial $  6,383.50
John Gachina Memorial $14,285.00
Mas Tsuda Memorial $6,443.98
Candy Fiske Honorarium  $7,125.12
Total $175,733.32
To make a donation, send a check payable 
to “LEAF” to: CLCA, 1491 River Park Dr., 
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2021 SF Bay Area Chapter Contacts
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
JEFF HENNINGER (925) 698-8295
Delta Bluegrass  jhenninger@deltabluegrass.com

PRESIDENT
KENNETH COVERDELL (650) 533-7346 
Blue Sky Designs  Kc@blueskydesigns@gmail.com
 
VICE PRESIDENT / MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Juan CARLOS ESPARZA (408) 642-8907 
Urban Scapes               urban.scapes@outlook.com 

TREASURER
VLAD KHROLOR (650) 368-7400 
Skyline Landscape 
                         Vlad.SkylineLandscape@gmail.com

SECRETARY
BETH VALDEZ  
Davey Tree Expert Company Inc. 
                                           Beth.Valdez@davey.com
 
ASSOCIATE LIAISON 
MARIN VILLALPANDO (408) 586-9292
Zanker Recycling marin@zankerrecycling.com

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT
LESLEY PETERS 650-941-4093
Girvin Peters Landscape gpland@sbcglobal.net
 
VICE PRESIDENT / MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
GIRVIN PETERS (650) 948-7260
Girvin Peters Landscape gpland@sbcglobal.net
 
AUXILIARY TREASURER
RICK CAMIN 
Camin Landscaping rick@caminland.com
 
AUXILIARY SECRETARY
VICKY PARROTT victoriala@att.net

BAY BREEZE EDITOR
JERRIE BEARD  (530) 621-1701
Beard & Associates jsb@beardassociates.com

CLCA State Headquarters

1491 River Park Drive, Ste. 100
Sacramento CA  95815-8899
(916) 830-2780 • (800) 448-2522
(916) 830-2788 Fax • email: hq@clca.org 

CLCA Mission Statement
The California Landscape Contractors Association 
serves the interests of its members, promotes pro-
fessionalism, and advances public awareness of the 
landscape industry.

The CLCA SFBA Chapter newsletter is published 
monthly. Copy and advertising deadlines are the 10th 
of the month preceding publication. Please send all 
copy, black & white photos, line art and ad materials 
to: Jerrie Beard & Associates, PO Box 7, Pollock Pines 
CA  95726. Emailed submissions are welcome at jsb@
beardassociates.com. For information on advertising 
and rates, contact Jerrie Beard at (530) 621-1701.

Articles submitted are subject to approval and modi-
fication. Chapter or Editor are not liable for misprints 
or errors, and do not necessarily agree with opinions 
expressed in byline articles. Articles may be used by 
other CLCA chapter newsletters, giving proper credit to 
their source.
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What Should I Do?
Steven Cesare, Ph.D., The Harvest Group, harvestlandscapeconsulting.com

A frustrated business owner from Florida called me the other day to vent about a recent 
incident that occurred at his company. During a normal day at work, the owner received 
an impromptu call from one of his Foremen explaining that the Foreman had inadvertently 
locked the truck keys in the cab of the locked vehicle. The conversation went like this.

Owner: Hello.
Foreman: Hi John. I just want you to know that I locked the keys inside the truck.
Owner: Okay.
Foreman: What should I do?
Owner: Call the Safety Coordinator to bring a spare set of keys to you.
Foreman: Who is the Safety Coordinator?
Owner: You do not know who the Safety Coordinator is?
Foreman: No.
Owner: Manuel is the Safety Coordinator.
Foreman: Really? Okay. Hmmm. I didn’t know that. Do you have Manuel’s cell phone 
number?
Owner: You do not have the Safety Coordinator’s cell phone number on your company cell 
phone?
Foreman: No. I never had to call him before.
Owner: Manuel’s cell phone number is (777) 555-1234.
Foreman: Are you going to call him for me?
Owner: No. I do not know where you are.
Foreman: Just tell him to meet me at the Jones job in Jacksonville.
Owner: No. You are the Foreman. You call him.
Foreman: What should I do if he does not answer my phone call?
Owner: Leave him a message, keep calling him, or call your Manager.
Foreman: What should I do until he calls me back?
Owner: Start working on the job with your crew.

We all know the aphorism that we are supposed to teach people how to fish. But ap-
parently, some people do not even know what a fish is, where they are located, and what 
the fish is for. As I explained to the owner, in this case, he did not teach the Foreman how 
to fish. Unfortunately, the owner bought the pole, put bait on the hook, cast the line into 
the lake, showed the Foreman how to hold the pole, and finally told the Foreman when to 
wind the reel.

In my opinion, the owner should have solicited possible responses from the Foreman 
instead of offering solutions to the Foreman’s repetitive, helpless plea of “What should I 
do?” Turn it around on the Foreman and wait for him to offer some plan of action to each of 
his own issues. Lamentably, the Foreman still does not know how to fish.

While this instance may be an extreme example (Let’s certainly hope so, for the sake 
of continued civilization; though I would not wager on it), many companies implicitly 
promote decision-making dependence, rewarding passivity instead of problem-solving. By 
way of contrast, owners must begin to pose specific, applied problems (e.g., recruitment, 
emergencies, customer complaints, field OSHA audits, computer issues, equipment prob-
lems) to their employees as training scenarios to initiate basic problem resolution skills.

If we don’t or won’t, we will only get more of the same. Which is what got us to this 
position in the first place.

So, ask yourself, to improve this part of your company culture: “What should I do?”
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Organic Lyngso Vegetable 
Blend, Landscape Mix, 
Potting Mix, Essential Soil, 
Roof Mix, 
Biotreatment Mix, Diestel 
Structured Compost & 
other quality composts, 
Arbor Mulch, Fir Bark, 
Ground Redwood Bark, 
Wood Chips, Mahogany 
Chips, Actively Aerated 
Compost Tea, Down to 
Earth Organic Fertilizers, 
Random & Dimensional 
Flagstone, Custom
Fabricated Stone,         
Bluestone, Limestone, 
Sandstone, Quartzite, 
Slate, Landscape          
Boulders, Wall Rock, 
Ledgestone, Decorative 
Gravel & Pebbles,             
Decomposed Granite & 
Path Fines, Construc-
tion Sand &Aggregates, 
Stone Fountains, Garden              
Ornaments & Pottery

Delivery, rental trucks, pickup, or                           
direct shippping

Monday - Saturday 7 to 5, Sunday 8 to 4

www.lyngsogarden.com

650.364.1730
345 Shoreway Road, San Carlos CA  

By Marin Vallalpando

Thank You for Your                  
Continued Support
Thank you to all the companies who have 
stepped up this year to support the CLCA 
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter. Your gen-
erous support goes a long way in helping 
us provide top quality events to our chapter 
throughout the year.

If you would like to help support our 
chapter by becoming a partner, please look 
over the Partners information at www.clcas-
fba.org/whoweare/#Partners or contact me, 
Marin Villalpando at 408.586.9292 or email 
marin@zankerrecycling.com. 

All of our chapter events are made 
possible by the generous support of our 
many sponsors. Please thank them for their 
commitment to our chapter both with an 
“atta boy” when you see them, and also by 
supporting their businesses.

Partners for Success Diamond Partners

Platinum Partners

Gold Partners

Achievement Awards Sponsors Garden Tour   Student Sponsors
     Oliver Frank/ Girvin Peters Landscape
     Landscapia

®
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