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JUDGING CRITERIA
Judges will evaluate each item checked on the Project Information form on a scale of 1.0-10.0. Any score below 7.0 should include a comment to help the entrant improve.
A. INSTALLATION Judging Criteria
1. General Appearance: Overall neat appearance; attention to detail.

2. Finish Grade: Smooth gradual transition of landscaped area; complete drainage of excess water.

3. Soil Preparation: Even, uniform mixing of soil amendment, if any; may be tested with a probe.
4. Plant Material: Healthy appearance; even branching; root ball planted at proper height; proper staking and tying; proper spacing and in good growing condition.
5. Lawn: Smooth, even grade with good physical appearance, even texture and good green color.

6. Headerboards:  Good, tight lamination with proper staking and a neat appearance.

7. Irrigation: Strategic head setting; easy access to valves and controller, use of proper back flow device; wiring detail and valve box inspection.

8. Drainage: Concealment of day-lighted pipe; use of proper catch basins; placement of drains; connection to down spouts; drainage for decks and patios.
9. Masonry: True to grade; neat overall appearance. Includes, but not limited to, stone surfaces, brick, CMU block, GFRC or Pre-cast concrete units, thin veneers, wall stone, dry-set stone applications, tiles, etc.
10. Concrete: Proper grading; high quality finish; neat and clean appearance.

11. Wood construction and carpentry: High quality material with a good foundation and adequate structural strength; high quality finish work.

12. Water features: Good circulation and aeration; high quality finish with an aesthetically pleasing appearance. Pump must be on and vault checked
13. A Site Difficulty/Professional Skill Factor shall be applied to each project
from 1.0 (average) to 1.2 (exceptionally difficult).
Assignment of score for all installations, with the exception of the Design/Build category:


Workmanship 70%


Materials
20%


Aesthetics
10%

Assignment of score for the Design/Build category


Design Intent
 30%


Workmanship & materials
70%

B. MAINTENANCE Judging Criteria

1. General Appearance: Overall neat appearance; attention to detail.

2. Weed control: Noxious weeds and volunteers in the garden.

3. Trees: Healthy appearance; structurally pruned and properly staked; no mower or other damage to trunks.
4. Shrubs: Proper pruning; pest free; healthy vigorous appearance.

5. Lawns: Green and lush appearance; weed-free; mowed and edged neatly; basins around trees 
and shrubs. Judging contingent on current or recent drought restrictions.
6. Ground cover: Full and mature; edged-off walks and away from buildings; trimmed around shrubs and trees

7. Annual color: Well-selected accent color that is neat and weed-free; good quality for the season.

8. Irrigation: Pertains to water management; plant health must indicate best use of irrigation design.
9. A Site Difficulty/Professional Skill Factor shall be applied to each project from 
1.0 (average) to 1.2 (exceptionally difficult).
C. DISQUALIFQUATION and MARKDOWN Criteria

1. Specific work to be judged is poorly defined on entry form. IT IS IN YOUR BEST INTEREST TO COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATIONS THOROUGHLY. OTHER WISE YOU WILL LOSE POINTS OR BE DISQUALIFIED

2. The entrant or an employee or company sign is included in video.
3. Company information is present on other material where it is not required such as maps and design copies.

4. The project is not appropriate for competition. 

5. All areas marked “to be judged” must be 100% complete.

6. Obvious exclusions due to unsightly conditions. For example: including sod, but not including broken or cracked headerboards when they are present. 
A reason may be given for markdown and will be given disqualification.
These awards are presented at the judges’ discretion. 

SPECIAL AWARDS

· HERBERT S. FRANK MEMORIAL AWARD: Awarded to a project where unique construction methods and materials are used for artistic effects. 

· EXCELSIOR AWARD OF MERIT: Awarded to first-time entrant if project scores in top 10% of category. 

· SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE: Awarded to a project where unique reusable materials are used in construction process. 

SWEEPSTAKES AWARDS

· LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT SWEEPSTAKES: Awarded to the best project in the maintenance categories. 

· RESIDENTIAL SWEEPSTAKES Awarded to the best project in the residential installation categories. 

· COMMERCIAL SWEEPSTAKES: Awarded to the best project in the commercial installation categories 

· LANDSCAPE AWARDS SWEEPSTAKES: Awarded to the best overall project in all categories.
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