
Landscape Awards Update

Early Mornings Met
with Enthusiasm
Judging of the 2019 Landscapers Black
Tie Awards is officially in the books.
With the leadership of Richard Plaxco
of Geared for Growing, and our team of
accomplished judges they were able to
fulfill their duties in just two days! Our
great team of judges included Roxy
Wolosenko of Roxy Designs and Calvin
Craig of Calvin Craig Landscaping.
Their expertise, enthusiasm, and
passion for landscaping is inspiring.

The judges met Monday night along
with the Awards committee at Dinah’s
Garden Hotel. There we discussed our
game plan for the next couple days and
treated them to dinner to show our
endless gratitude for their time. The
next morning’s departure time of 6 am
came quickly, but the team was ready.
Judging could not be accomplished
without our volunteer drivers and
navigators! Day one we had driver
Tony Munez from Ewing Irrigation and
navigator Fernando Terrazas from Rain
Bird Irrigation. Day two we had
Roberto Diaz from Site One as our
driver and Jeremy Yeaton from Hunter
navigating. The Awards committee
could not have hoped for better
volunteers, and are looking forward to

having them back next year!
The Landscapers Black Tie Awards

Banquet is just around the corner on
Friday, June 21 at the University Club
in Palo Alto. The committee thanks

everyone for their submissions. We
have another great year of entries and
are looking forward to awarding the
hard work of our SFBA contractors.

A Tradition of Excellence • www.clcasfba.org JUNE 2019 • Vol. 43, Issue No. 6

CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION • SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA CHAPTER

Landscapers BlackTie Awards
The CLCA SFBA Chapter’s 46th Annual Awards
Ceremony will take place at the University Club in
Palo Alto on Friday, June 21! View the best of the best
in landscape construction and maintenance projects in
the bay area and mingle with the contractors,
designers, and suppliers who made them possible.
This is a landscapers black tie ball, so wear a black tie
and the rest is up to the imagination.
WHEN: Friday, June 21

6:30 p.m. cocktails • 7:30 p.m. dinner
8:30 p.m. awards presentation

WHERE: University Club of Palo Alto
3277 Miranda Ave., Palo Alto

MENU: Includes salad and dessert with your choice
of entree.
•Grilled Hanger Steak
•Local Duart Salmon
•Vegetarian Napoleon

DRESS: This is a landscapers black tie ball, so wear
a black tie and the rest is up to the
imagination.

COST: $120/person
RSVP: Register at clcasfba.org/landscape-awards/

or contact KC Coverdell at
kc.coverdell@gmail.com

If you RSVP for an event and are unable to attend, you must cancel
your reservation at least 48 hours prior to the event to receive a
refund. If you do not cancel your reservation 48 hours prior to the
event, you will be invoiced for the reservation and/or your fees will
NOT be refunded.
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Lesley Peters
June is here and this
means the Awards
Banquet is almost upon
us. Thank you KC
Coverdell for chairing
the Awards Committee.

There are a lot of pieces to juggle to get the
awards program together. KC keeps the
committee coordinated and makes sure we
have all of our ducks in a row!

It is with sadness that I let everyone
know that Pam Everett died on Sunday,
May 5. Pam was SFBA Chapter Auxiliary
President in 1990 and 1991 and chaired
many a committee over the years.
Everyone in the Auxiliary sends our
sympathy to her husband Jim in Lincoln.
We will miss her deeply. Please see page 5
of this issue for information on a
Celebration of Life for Pam later this

month.
We had 9 people in attendance for our

May Auxiliary meeting at the home of
Charlene Ott. We had a lot of discussion on
many issues. Here is a summary:
•We wrote a check to LEAF for the John
Lyngso Honorarium Fund for $350 in
honor of John and Mary’s birthdays in
April.

•We agreed to donate $1,000 to the
Ornamental Horticulture Department at
Foothill College to use as they see fit. Rick
Camin presented the check to Frank
Niccoli at the May 16 meeting at Foothill
College.

•The logistics of the picnic remain the
same. We changed the pricing to be a little
simpler: $10 for adults, $5 for kids 12 and
under.

•We will be having a raffle at the Awards
Banquet to benefit LEAF. Thank you to
Gina Stanley, Vicky Parrott and Alice
Domine for volunteering to make a
basket. The raffle pricing is the same as

our regular dinner meeting raffles.
Thank you Charlene for opening your

home to us, thank you to Leo for picking
up the Chinese Chicken Salad from Chef
Chu’s and thank you everyone for your
delicious contributions to our lunch. I ate
too much of everything!

I hope you will join the chapter next
month as we cheer on the San Jose
Earthquakes soccer team on Saturday, July
27 at Avaya Stadium in San Jose. It’s
always fun to take in a sporting event
with our CLCA family and friends. See
page 3 for more information.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the
Awards Banquet on June 21. Good luck to
all of the entrants, and happy Father’s Day
to one and all!

Lesley Peters
Garden Designer
650-941-4093
gpland@sbcglobal.net

uxiliary ReportA



Man on Fire!
May CLCA event at Foothill College

I haven’t seen Frank Niccoli in a long time,
and I just assumed he was taking it easy
while teaching after retiring from his
successful contracting business. Boy, was I
wrong! Frank has been busy...very busy! I
was so impressed on May 16 to return to
the Foothill College Horticulture
Department and see the incredible results of
Frank’s recent vision and leadership.

Chapter President Gabriel Thomas
welcomed the group of about twenty-five
students and contractors. He highlighted
the tremendous job opportunities for
students once they finish the program. A
long list of established landscape contractors
are ready to hire qualified help during the
current industry boom. Jeff Sheehan, past
CLCA state and chapter president, shared
his positive experiences hiring Foothill
students. Chuck Konigsberg, retired
vocational agriculture instructor from
Foothill College and Cal Poly, also spoke a
few encouraging words. Afterwards, a
couple of students introduced themselves
and shared their personal experiences.

Frank shared the great happenings and
changes he is making to the program. It was
refreshing to hear that the program is being
geared more toward construction than
design. That was music to my ears. John,
my son, is currently taking the program, so
I am very excited for the change. After

Frank spoke, I had the pleasure to present
him with a $1, 000 check to support the
Foothill College Horticulture Program on
behalf of the CLCA Auxiliary.

Afterwards, we had a very tasty BBQ
dinner and a chance to catch up with friends
old and new. I saw my good friend James
Walker (past chapter president) who I served
with on the board and haven’t seen in years.
It was like we never skipped a beat.

After a good meal, Frank gave the group
a tour of all the improvements in the past
two years including the new “John Paul and
Jackie Ishimaru Gachina Learning Center”
dedicated last February. I was so impressed
from what I saw and even more proud
when Frank would shout out to me during
the tour that John (my son) helped in the

construction of various parts of the garden.
Frank shared with the group the construction
of a new keyhole garden bed instead of
using traditional redwood materials. Frank
says using redwood “makes no sense” so I
am planning to learn more about it.

We are incredibly fortunate to have the
most active horticulture department in the
state of California in our backyard. I
encourage everyone to visit the college and
see the great things Frank is doing. He
pointed to bare areas in the distance and
vowed to develop every inch for the benefit
of training and teaching students. It was
incredible to see Frank again and to know
that his care and burning passion for our
industry is as strong as ever. Semi-retired
heck, Frank Niccoli is a man on fire!
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Above and right: Participants touring the outdoor facilities at the new John Paul and H. Jaclyn Ishimaru Gachina Learning Center at Foothill College.

Above: Chuck and Pam Konigsberg. Above: Rick Camin and Frank Niccoli.
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2019 SF Bay Area Chapter Contacts

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
FANNY OBADIA (650) 575-3726
Green Thumbs Up Inc. fannyo@gmail.com

PRESIDENT
GABRIEL THOMAS (408) 482-0700
Three Rivers Landscaping

gthomas@threeriverslandscapeservices.com

VICE PRESIDENT / MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
JEFF HENNINGER (925) 698-8295
Delta Bluegrass jhenninger@deltabluegrass.com

TREASURER
KENNETH COVERDELL (650) 533-7346
Blue Sky Designs Kc@blueskydesigns@gmail.com

SECRETARY
JUAN CARLOS ESPARZA (408) 642-8907
Urban Scapes urban.scapes@outlook.com

ASSOCIATE LIAISON
MARIN VILLALPANDO (408) 586-9292
Zanker Recycling marin@zankerrecycling.com

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT
LESLEY PETERS 650-941-4093
Girvin Peters Landscape gpland@sbcglobal.net

VICE PRESIDENT / MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
GIRVIN PETERS (650) 948-7260
Girvin Peters Landscape gpland@sbcglobal.net

AUXILIARY TREASURER
RICK CAMIN
Camin Landscaping rick@caminland.com

AUXILIARY SECRETARY
VICKY PARROTT victoriala@att.net

BAY BREEZE EDITOR
JERRIE BEARD (530) 621-1701
Jerrie Beard & Associates jsb@beardassociates.com

CLCA State Headquarters

1491 River Park Drive, Ste. 100
Sacramento CA 95815-8899
(916) 830-2780 • (800) 448-2522

(916) 830-2788 Fax • email: hq@clca.org

CLCA Mission Statement
The California Landscape Contractors Association
serves the interests of its members, promotes
professionalism, and advances public awareness of
the landscape industry.

The CLCA SFBA Chapter newsletter is published
monthly. Copy and advertising deadlines are the 10th
of the month preceding publication. Please send all
copy, black & white photos, line art and ad materials to:
Jerrie Beard & Associates, PO Box 7, Pollock Pines CA
95726. Emailed submissions are welcome at jsb@bear-
dassociates.com. For information on advertising and
rates, contact Jerrie Beard at (530) 621-1701.

Articles submitted are subject to approval and modifica-
tion. Chapter or Editor are not liable for misprints or er-
rors, and do not necessarily agree with opinions
expressed in byline articles. Articles may be used by
other CLCA chapter newsletters, giving proper credit to
their source.

MeetYour New Board Member

Vladimir Khrolov
By KC Coverdell, Blue Sky Designs Inc.

Please welcome Vladimir Khrolov of Skyline
Landscapes to the CLCA SFBA Chapter
board of directors! Although Vlad was born
in a small town located between Moscow
and Saint Petersburg, Russia, he is a Bay
Area man through and through. Raised here
in Redwood City since age seven and a half,
Vlad has stayed true to the San Francisco
Bay Area with stints of schooling in Belmont
and Campbell then later University of
California Santa Cruz.

While growing up on Fourth Avenue in
Redwood City, Vlad excelled in mathematics
and swimming. Some of his success in
schooling was due to the advanced
education he received as a young boy in
Russia. He was always interested in
computers and anything mechanical, so
when he went off to college he was steered
towards computer science. Little did he
realize that this would mean being
uncomfortably stuck behind a computer
screen most of the day. This did not affect
Vlad’s perseverance and received his degree
in Computer Science from UCSC.

During his college years Vlad continued
swimming and took up cliff diving. A near
death experience while diving at the West
Cliff Lighthouse sobered Vlad to the sport,
and he returned to enjoying swimming as a
means of fitness. After graduation, Vlad
continued to teach/coach swimming. While
working computer technology-based jobs, he
worked for a physical therapy company.

Even with his other careers Vlad always

stayed involved with his father’s landscape
business, Skyline Landscapes, helping with
marketing and social media.

It wasn’t until early December of 2018
when Vlad fully committed to Skyline
Landscapes. He is currently a man of many
hats within the company. Continuing with
marketing and social media as well as
supervising the field crews and helping with
clerical work back at the office.

Vlad was recently inducted as a board
member for the San Francisco Bay Area
Chapter of the CLCA. He looks forward to
not only bringing energy to the board, but
also to assist in organization through
technology. He has taken on the roll of
Digital Archives with the assistance of the
Board. Other interests for the CLCA are
community outreach and rejuvenating
membership. He will be a huge asset to the
organization, and the board welcomes him
with open arms. If you have not met Vlad,
please make him feel welcome and do
yourself the benefit of getting to know him!
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In Loving Memory:

Pamela Everett
October 6, 1954 - May 5, 2019
Pam Everett passed away on May 5, 2019 in
Lincoln, California. She was born to James
L. Brussa and Joan (Hedman) Brussa on
October 6, 1954 in Sanger, CA.

Pam met and married James P. Everett
and launched a new beginning by relocating
to Redwood City, where she breezed
through real estate school to become a top-
notch agent in Northern CA. Jim and Pam
joined the California Landscape Contractors
Assocation (CLCA) in 1985, where they
were both involved with the SFBA Chapter
and at the state level. Pam served in the
Women’s Auxiliary. Her CLCA family was
very special to her.

Pam’s joie de vivre was infectious. She
enjoyed all that life had to offer and always
wanted to share a fun experience with
family or good friends as an ultimate
celebration of life.

We are gathering with family and friends
in her honor and to share stories, memories
and laughter.

Friday, June 7, 2019
6:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Dinner will be served.

Kilaga Springs Lodge
1187 Sun City Blvd.
Lincoln, CA 95648
RSVP: aymaramyers@gmail.com

Should friends desire, contributions may be
made to American Lung Association.

CLCA San Francisco Bay Area Board
Meeting Minutes

The CLCA SFBA Chapter board of directors
met on Thursday, May 23, at Peninsula
Building Materials in Mountain View.
Minutes submitted by Juan Carlos Esparza.
Roll Call

Gabriel Thomas, Girvin Peters, Lesley
Peters, Juan Carlos Esparza, Charlene Ott,
Barry Cohen, Vlad Khrolov
Approval of Minutes

Motion made, seconded and approved to
accept the April 2019 Board Meeting
Minutes.
Approval ofTreasurer’s Report

Motion made, seconded and approved to
accept the April 2019 Treasurer’s Report.
May Chapter’s President’s Council
State Meeting Recap

Schedule coordination with other chapters
for the awards banquet to prevent overlap
and allow sponsors to participate in all
awards dinners.
Agenda Items

•Discussed the reports given at monthly
board meetings. Each committee will
submit a written report to the board that
will then be given to the Secretary for the
minutes.

•SFBA archives now stored at Blue Sky
Designs yard in Half Moon Bay

•Vlad and KC to sort/organize archives
from Drop Box to Google Drive in format
that is easy to follow and find files. All
board members should have access to
drive.

•CLCA SFBA Chapter reservations for a
soccer game on July 27, 2019 at

Earthquakes Stadium. Jeff Henninger to
come back with further details, tickets
costs, etc.

•CLCA golf tournament at Spring Valley
planned for September 17, 2019. More
details to come.

•Considering educational event for August.
Ideas and planning in the process.

•Decision was made to enforce committee
groups within chapter and ensure each
committee is responsible for their
category.

•Discussion was made to see if board could
do a chapter roster.

Reminder was made that dinner meetings
are an excellent opportunity to invite
prospective contractors/vendors to be part
of the SFBA Chapter and also invite them to
volunteer their time and resources and
become involved with the chapter executive
board.
Auxiliary Report

•The Auxiliary donated $1,000 to the
Foothill College Horticulture program.
Rick Camin presented the check to Frank
Niccoli from the Auxiliary.

•We sent a check to LEAF for the John
Lyngso Honorarium fund for $350 in
honor of John and Mary’s birthdays in
April.

•The Auxiliary agreed to change the pricing
for the picnic slightly, to keep things
simple. $10 for adults, $5 for kids 12 and
under.

The meeting adjourned at 7:08PM

Raffle Mania

Bring the ticket
at right to the
next dinner
meeting with the
correct answer
and receive a free
raffle ticket!
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Calendar of Events
June

21 Landscape Black Tie Ahcievement
Awards Dinner – University Club
of Palo Alto.

27 Chapter Board Meeting. 5 p.m.
Peninsula Building Materials, 2490
Charleston Rd., Mountain View.

July
25 Chapter Board Meeting. 5 p.m.

Peninsula Building Materials, 2490
Charleston Rd., Mountain View.

27 San Jose Earthquakes Soccer Game.
August

22 Chapter Board Meeting. 5 p.m.
Peninsula Building Materials, 2490
Charleston Rd., Mountain View.

September
8 Chapter Picnic at Cuesta Park.

17 Chapter Golf Tournament. Spring
Valley Golf Course, Milipitas.

San Jose Earthquakes
Join SFBA as we cheer on the San Jose
Earthquakes soccer team on Saturday,
July 27 at Avaya Stadium in San Jose.
The San Jose Earthquakes will be facing
off with the Colorado Rapids.
When: Saturday, July 27

7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Avaya Stadium

1123 Coleman Ave.
San Jose CA 95111

Tickets: $30 per person. Pick up at Will
Call. To order tickets contact Jeff
Henninger at 925-698-8295 or
jhenninger@deltabluegrass.com

Classroom Sessions: 9 am – 4:30 pm
Monday, June 10, 2019 | Thursday, June 13,
2019 | Monday, June 17, 2019

Practicum Field Day: 9 am – 1 pm
Tuesday, June 18, 2019

Location: Campbell Community Center
1 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell, CA 95008

Give yourself a competitive edge by being a
part of ReScape’s dynamic approach to
maintaining and managing healthy
landscapes. This four-session training
program is taught by leading experts in
stormwater management, soil health,
irrigation, plant care, integrated pest
management, and more!

ReScape’s landscaping practices are
based on 8 regenerative principles which
foster soil health, sequester carbon, conserve
water and protect valuable resources while
reducing waste and preventing pollution in
our communities and watersheds. The 8
regenerative landscaping principles are
expressed in local ReScape policies and
ordinances in Alameda County, and the
Cities of San Francisco, Campbell, San Jose.

Previously known as our “ReScape”
Landscape Maintenance Training and
Qualification Program, ReScape California is
introducing a refreshed training design for
our “ReScape” Landscape Maintenance
Qualification Training (MQT), that
addresses climate change issues and offers
the most up to date science-based

information on today’s most crucial
landscape topics – firescaping, soil health,
stormwater management techniques, carbon
sequestration, Model Water Efficient
Ordinance compliance, and more.

To become a ReScape Qualified
Professional, program participants must
attend all four classes, complete and pass
the final exam, and complete the final
practicum. CEUS available. Register at
rescapeca.org/event/maintenance-training/
The course provides:

•An understanding of ReScape’s
ecologically based, comprehensive
approach to the management of public and
private landscapes

•Knowledge of the effects of landscape
maintenance practices on the health of our
communities, watersheds and the San
Francisco Bay

•Knowledge of habitat restoration, local
plant communities and the benefits to bio-
diversity

•Hands-on experience with practical,
effective techniques such as sheet
mulching to transform lawns into 8
Principles landscapes

•An understanding of the global
connections between soil health, waste
management, water conservation, air and
water quality, greenhouse gas reductions,
urban forestry and carbon sequestration

•A competitive advantage in the
professional landscape maintenance
marketplace

Email info@rescapeca.org with questions!

Rescape Landscape Maintenance
QualificationTraining in June



Partners for uccessS
By Marin Vallalpando

It’s June! And, that means it’s time for the
CLCA SFBA Chapter Landscape Awards
Banquet. This is our chapter’s biggest and
grandest event of the year. I’m looking
forward to seeing the best of the best in
landscape contracting in the Bay Area at
the awards presentation.

The awards program and all of our
chapter events are made possible by the
generous support of our many sponsors.
Please thank them for their commitment to
our chapter both with an “atta boy” when
you see them, and also by supporting their
businesses.

If you would like to become a partner,
please contact me, Marin Villalpando at
408.586.9292 or email
marin@zankerrecycling.com.

Partners information can be found at
www.clcasfba.org/whoweare/#Partners.
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Diamond Partners

Platinum Partners

Gold Partners

Achievement Awards Sponsors GardenTour Student Sponsors

•Vista Professional Outdoor Lighting •Oliver Frank Landscapia
•Lane Irrigation Equipment

®

Organic Lyngso Vegetable
Blend, Landscape Mix,
Potting Mix, Essential
Soil, Roof Mix,
Biotreatment Mix, Diestel
Structured Compost &
other quality composts,
Arbor Mulch, Fir Bark,
Ground Redwood Bark,
Wood Chips, Mahogany
Chips, Actively Aerated
Compost Tea, Down to
Earth Organic Fertilizers,
Random & Dimensional
Flagstone, Custom
Fabricated Stone,
Bluestone, Limestone,
Sandstone, Quartzite,
Slate, Landscape
Boulders,Wall Rock,
Ledgestone, Decorative
Gravel & Pebbles,
Decomposed Granite &
Path Fines, Construction
Sand &Aggregates, Stone
Fountains, Garden
Ornaments & Pottery

Delivery, rental trucks, pickup, or
direct shippping

Monday - Saturday 7 to 5, Sunday 8 to 4

www.lyngsogarden.com

650.364.1730
345 Shoreway Road, San Carlos CA 94070




